Immunohistochemical studies on the development of 5-HT (serotonin) neurons in the nuclei of the reticular formations of human fetuses.
5-HT-positive neurons were detected by the PAP immunohistochemical methods in different nuclei of the reticular formations of human fetuses as early as 10 weeks of gestation. The majority of positive 5-HT cells were located in dorsal raphe and central superior nuclei, and there was a reduction of these neurons per 40-microns section as the fetus aged.